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of the barometer at Cape Royds, came out at 13,370 feet. This
is a thousand feet more than the height of Mont Blanc above
Chamonix. When the observations and photographs had been
taken, a survey was made of the main crater, and specimens of
felspar crystals, pumice and sulphur collected. The depot left on
March yth was reached the same night. On the i ith, after descend-
ing a considerable distance, a blizzard threatened, and the party
decided to make a dash for Cape Royds where they arrived in
safety by leaving their sledge to be brought in later. Shackleton
celebrated this remarkable First Ascent with champagne all
round.
Soon after this exploit autumn was upon the wintering party
and they began to prepare for the long Antarctic night. Breakfast
at the station was at 9 a.m. and always began with porridge, fol-
lowed, on certain days, by fruit. There was a light lunch, tea at
4 p.m. and dinner at 6.30 p.m., with tea served immediately after-
wards. Shackleton was a great tea drinker and took it as late as
ii p.m. It was about i a.m. before all had turned in. Fierce
blizzards were experienced during the winter, and objects weighing
over half a hundredweight were moved by the wind. Mawson
was obliged to invent a special apparatus to register gusts that
broke the anemometer.
The journey of the Northern Party, in the southern spring, to
the Magnetic Pole, was nearly as important as that of Shackleton's
Southern Party, and the distance actually marched was more than
two-thirds of Shackleton's own mileage. Professor David was in
charge of this party with instructions to delegate his authority, if
necessary, to Dr. Mawson. Dr. Mackay completed the unit.
David was 51, Mawson 26 and Mackay 30 years of age on setting
out.
On September 25th, 1908, Day transported some of the stores
in the motor-car to a depot 10 miles out on the ice of McMurdo
Sound, but blizzards delayed the start of the journey until October
5th, when the car took the party as far as the depot, where they
slept, said the oracular professor, "with about 300 fathoms of
water under our pillows." x The first 200 miles of their route lay
over the sea ice northwards, along the coast of South Victoria
Land. They began by crossing McMurdo Sound to Butter Point,
1 " The Heart of the Antarctic," II, 77. All quotations relating to this
journey are from Professor .David's Narrative.